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1, In my estimation, land distribution in Hungary has been & failure
beceuse the proletariat and other landless groups,who in the early
stages after World War II clemored for an equitable distribution of
land, now refuse in most caeses to.work it diligently, From 1945 to
1948, the Hungerisn Government | '

' surveyed all lands which were to be
distributed among the people, This land which was held by the peasantry
(members of the Land Holders Party) had for many years prior tg World
War II been a comsistent agricultural producer for Hungary. ZgExc uding
the Hortobagy Steppe west of Debrecen which is a pastoral regioq‘g}

\ - — e gy SUrVEyed 20 villages in addition
to the immediats environs of Debrecen,

'(The Iend Holders Party in years prior to Communist
control always obtalned a large portion of the votes cast each yesr.)

2. When land distribution was first proposed by the New Hungarian State
even prior to actual Communist control, the Land Holders Party opposed
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3. An important item|

le

5.

Approved For Release 2009/06/30 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400560002-3

CONFIDENTIAL

-2~ ]

such distribution for a number of reasons:

8.

Neturally the lands which they owned and cultivated were their own
and wers, of course, private property. They did not degire to lose
what they felt was rightfully theirs through either perpetustion or

. prior purchase,

Théy were awere that the movement for this distribution was begun by
the so-called proletariat (landless people) who desired to obtain, st
no-cost, something to which the proletariet had not esarned the right,

the real clemor for land distribution lay much deeper than the
expressions of the proletariat, | 'those who
clamored loudest, a number of diseiplined Communists, were in reelity
acting under orders from Moscow,

It was felt by membersF that this land reform was the
‘primary target of the Soviet Union in the full realization. that
their strongest opposition would come from the land holders of
Hungery who were definitely opposed to the Communist social and
- economic order. They realized that under!' the gulse of land reform,
the USSR was concentrating on:the eventual disgipation of the strength
of the Land Holders Party. During the ‘entiré periéd of | |
[l surveying the lands held by the old Hungerian land owner
ijfengaged in .convérsations with many of them, They, without
éxceptlon, were definitely opposmed to- distribution and, in partieular,
opposed to Communism and the VSSR; : LA

.| rélative to any future

develepments. in Hungery - whieh‘might lead to resistance against Communism
should be such that  full consideratien be-given te.the werth of the old=

line peasantry of Hungary,

. peasants and farmers are

the beckbone of epposition to Communism in Hungary. __ |place.less
emphasis upon the potential:value.of the c¢ity dwellers and the sowcalled

of

proletariat for to them.-thé slgnificende of & free way of life end & sense

values does ‘not have the sime ‘eonnotatlon as it does to the old land

holdere, It is this group which in reality has suffered far more, (that
is universally) than any -other single. segment of Hungarian society, This

group, of course; has one thing in common == .the desire to regain what it

deems ‘to be rightfully its own 'and above all to disestablish collectiviam
and planned economy, ‘

factors stend out:

‘the land distribution program, the following

i LA Ve

&+ - In theory, land was te ‘be disﬁ-ibuted by "ézveordained' plan-&nd‘was to

* be' allotted in accordance with the number of members per femily, The

-~ process of distributien was ostensibly premised upon fair end impertial
‘ ' allocation, However, in prectice; thers were so many cases in which a

single individual (known to have been anm extra liberal) received much
larger parcels of land than was meted out to a family ef fiive.or aix
‘members, = : : e Co o

7 soreg/. In surveying the 20 villages eround Debrecen
the largest pareel of lend allotted to any ohe individual or
family was 15 cedastral holds, - e ’ N

bs No one was ﬁo be given less than one~half of one cadastral hold
%1.4

During the yeers of land distribution the new Hungariasn State did not
distribute grazing lands which in former years were censidered to be
excellent pastoral areas. Such land was reteined by the State; however,
it was used in common by all farmers, E ‘
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Most ;of the land around Debrraen could be classed as good agricultural
land, This posed a proble. ror these who surveyed the sreag. [. |
- take
inte .congideretion the amount of non-productive or semi-productive seoil
and to include some of it with each parcel measured,

which were once systematically farmed and highly productive have, for the

.past several years; shown considerable decreese in yleld, This@

[ ]is due ke the fact that by virtue of allocation of Hunganian

agricultural lands to the .proletariat; the industry suffemns becauge this

segment of the pepulation is not capable of farming and An many ceses . -

reelize that they must in order to survive, | la mumber of
instances in which such recipients of land have leased them out and left
Lor the dndugtriel areafy . . o IR Ll

! ___|frienda state that they are thoroughly disillusioned end
oeritical of the administretion, Given the opportunity, they would leave
Hungary en masse or ghould, a war, come, they would definttoly veloome: the

| , the land :dis‘briﬁjz;tion «of Hungary wes & failure.. I
the faot thet those agricultural areas of Hungenmy .

oppertunity to carry arms to regain their former freedom.
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